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Lab Safety Rules
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1. No eating or drinking during a lab. This includes water bottles, gum, cough drops, applying chapstick, chewing hair ends, holding a pencil in your mouth, nail-biting, etc. 

2. Refrain from any horseplay in the lab for your own safety as well as for others. 
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3.  Never taste, touch, or smell any substance unless directed to do so by the teacher.
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4.  Follow instructions carefully, using special care when you see the words CAUTION in the instructions.
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5. Report any accidents, injuries, spills or incorrect procedure to the teacher at once.
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6. Study the laboratory procedure before beginning a lab.  If in doubt of any procedure, ask the teacher.
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7.  Know how to use the safety equipment and the location of the fire extinguisher.
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8.  Wear safety goggles when working with chemicals, heating glassware, and when instructed to do so.
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9.  Tie back long hair, remove dangling jewelry, roll up loose sleeves, and tuck in loose clothing during lab work, especially when using machinery, open flames, or chemicals.
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10. Never use broken or chipped glassware because it is likely to shatter, and do not touch broken glass, call the teacher to dispose of it.
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11.  Handle chemicals carefully, check the label of every bottle or jar before removing the contents.
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12. Do NOT return excess chemicals or materials to the stock or reagent containers.
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13.  Never remove any equipment, specimens, or parts from the laboratory unless directed to do so by the teacher.


14. Wash your hands after every lab.

15.  At the end of the lab, clean up the work area.  Wash and store all materials and equipment, and turn off all water, gas, and electrical appliances.  
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